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Junior High principal Debbie Rowsell.

Paula’s Piace honours slain elementary teacher

Community creates
art room at school in
memory of Paula Gallant

By Lindsay Jones — The Daily News
ile it's been nearly a year
since Paula Gallant was mur-
dered, her spirit couldn't be more
alive.

Family and dignitaries cut the
ribbon on Paula's Place last night, a
former industrial arts room turned
into a sunny art haven, in memory
of the beloved Grade 3 teacher,

“This art room is magnificent,
and for an incredibly wonderful
lady," said Gallant's sister, Lynn
Gallant-Blackburn. “But it came as
a result of a horrific and senseless
murder. That's a bittersweet mo-
mant for me.”

Gallant, 39, was found murdered
in the trunk of her car in the schonol
parking lot last Dec. 27.

Police haven't yet laid charges,
although they have interviewed two
persons of interest.

(Gallant's husband, Jason Mac-
Rag, was questioned and released
by police in early February,

Passion for art

apending every spare moment
working on the art room gave Gal-
lant-Blackburn, and countless oth-
ers, a way to immortalize Gallant's
passion forart.

Gallant had formed an art club at
the school. She had wanted to turn
the empty space into an art room
and was studying art at NSCAD Uni-
versity when her life was cut short.

Gallant’s earthy and vibrant art
lines the walls of the spacious room,
along with sunflowers and daffodils,
There's a painting of her baby,
Anna, who was just six months old
when she lost her mother

A series of Grade 1 students’
paintings pay tribute to Gallant's
admiration of the work of French

'F'ALII.A WILL ALWAYS BE HEMEMEERED' lrnnEaI-‘t—Ellnhhum (centre-right), F'&uhl.'iallut’:iiﬁﬂ hmmmduﬂmuhﬂrﬂhnﬂ
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art room called Paula’s Place at Beechville-Lakeside-Timberlea School Mmmmmrﬁmlwmnmrand Cole Matheson, former students of Gallant.

Impressionist Claude Monet.

Almost everything in the room
was either made or donated by
community members.

“It's energizing," sald Gallant-
Blackburn. “It gave me strength and
it renewed my hope. T feel that if peo-
ple can accomplish this, that tells me
this investigation will be closed.”

During a ceremony in the gym-
nasium, Gallant's sister, Lana Ken-
ny, thanked the 150 in attendance.

“We are honoured that Paula
will always be remembered in this
way."” sald Kenny “There are no
words to ever thank you, but we will

always be forever grateful.”

Gallant's former students, Grade 5
student Taylor Richter and Grade &
student Cole Matheson, unveiled a
painting of Gallant and her daughter
Anna.

Matheson said his favourite teach-
er would cry if she could see the room.

“It's amazing,” he sald. "Just
what they did with it — everything,
Paula’s Corner. T just want to do a
sketch of the corner with the com-
puter and the benches.”

Richelle Williams, Gallant’s for-
mer colleagus who now teaches at
Springvale Elementary, said creat-

ing Paula’s Place helped evervone
focus on the positive.

“It's amazing what this whole
community has learned from this
human experience,” said Williams.

She and Gallant were taking the
same program at NSCAD,

Without her friend, Williams
said she was at first reluctant to go
back. She recently returned, only to
realize attending art class was like
Gallant peeking over her shoulder

“She’s foo nosy not to,” said
Williams, laughing through tear
soaked lashes.
liones@hfsnews.ca

POLICE SEEK TIPS

Police want to talk to anyone who
might have seen Paula Gallant's green
1997 Chevrolet Cavalier, licence num-
ber BMP 504, on Dec. 27, 2005,

Homicide investigators hope to
track her movements before she was
found dead in the trunk of the car in
the Beechville-Lakeside-Timberlea El-
ementary School parking lot.

Call the Halifax Reglonal Police
and Halifax RCMP Integrated Major
Crime Unit at 430-5333. Anonymous
tips can be made to Crime Stoppers
at 1-800-222-8477.
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Four months after Paula Gallant’s slaying, police and her family still struggle to solve the mystery

I want people
{0 remember
her for the life
that she had’

BY JANE ARMSTRONG, FALIFAX

mends used (o0 call the Gal
lmy, sigters TUhres: poas 0100
podit they wore thit) close
When their paronts  died
oty Ehe slntirs’ bind grow tghil
cf. Last Chelstmas, Lynn; Lann snd
Paila petherned thelr groowimg fnamis
lies:pospond the hilidays togetlior.
O Bee, 26, Pauby Gallant kElssegd
her gisters goodbye and they never
saw hiw again. The body of the 346
yeir-old schooltercher was found
Pweordinys Ihtor in! the wmnk of her
car, parked &t her school'in o bed
rpcim cormmanity. west of Halifax
The viviaelous mother of abaly, g
had been dain
lsclay, her sisters will mark four
months: since her disappearance
o) chorpes have: been/lnld"in the
Tdgh-profile. case, and the damiy
Foars’ the polico case s sialled &nid
the public has moved on.
"' sl vary surreal and vecy un-
imeginable,” sald Ly Gallin-

Blickburn, Ms Gallant's oldey sis-
tors A partof me s died foover”

Ms. Gallant-Blackbrrm, 43 said
that slieand her vounger sisters al
Wins saw themeehiesas strong sur-
wivors: Mow, thiey are just o Gal
lonik sdstors and ) they e nimb
with grigll =1 den't kncie whing e
e oy miore, Pwake up ey day
wkth one purpnse - - to be Maula’s
vinlow masel see Lhls ti thie end.

“I'want people Lo remember her
for the Jlo thor she hed = not for
the fwct that she was found ina
trunk of o car, depd

She glso wanis hersisiers killes
caughi.

FPolice, for thelr part, arestill oy
mg o plecea topethier the lusi holrs
oMz Gallants e And while thisy
hiivve Tssud public appeals Tor wit-
nesses, | they have ' been gaarded
aboutreleasing informaton.

Thiy Furye nekt sl hiosw M, al
tant wias killed, which is- typical
when buthorities don't waint to: tip
alf [1tl-lrl'|.l|.u.1 SLUEREOi Police aj-

i
i

i

Fauln Gallunt's Irliends and fnmily remember the 36-year-old as a talented teacher, artist and devoted mother. Her body was found last December
in the trunk of er car, parked o the Nova Scotia school where she taught. The family fears the case is stalled and the public his moved on.

realid dnd gquestioned & man in
fnnuary, butdid ot Ly chares

Police =ay Mz Callant was: lasg
seer alive an Dec 27, She leli-
phicnesd her sster Lanntat 1230 pom
ard told hor she wis going shop-
P She did nod return Jeope. Po-
lice said n fnima by nembier reported
fier mmizsmg ad 1014 pom, - Shiordy
nfter midndghe Sy Gallands 1997
grecn Chitvrolet Covalbisrisss fovund
i the poarkinglororthe Beechville
Lakeside-Tiniberlea School

Wiknesses hove told-pollce they
gy thie car parked thers al 5 pom
Bust thiwre has hoors nocrsoenl mloes
matlon,, HECMEP  Sergeant, Frank
Skbdmpre salil

"There-hox beon g lofh apouk the
imvestigntion thar we hove poy di-
vulged: nor will we, unl such tme
that its 2olved,” Sg. Skicimbre said;
Even though police Have pot/lald
eharpes, (hiSoer sald the pablicE
safety is notieopardised

SO course, Do would wanguo
'\ﬂ.lll.-'l' il Ny mdane ||!|1.|.|| wr would. "

Sgb o Skdmone said.  “Hopefully,
wi'll getn break om e, - WYl never
oL, paat (e vy

Me Gulliani s denth s left a Bk
ing holenot justin'hor family, B
among her wilde' circle of (riends
ek colldagues) i Hislifax and ey
Chpe  Browon “hometown ol Glice
By Het friends:soy Me Gallant
wins W tnlented teached, arpisl did
devotst mothien She wis a notuml
bt wdio liked to el oo SCHNES 4
phriies | op dressiup, 0 costume,
She'd docmmything for s laugks, safd
hepfriend Andre MacLenn.

I wou were bl i parey e
could be six conversaions paing
on and T puardntes you averyons
would, gravicate 1o her!" bs Moc:
L 5.-ﬁ.|-ll.

“She Wasalways the centre of af-
pentin-and sk Tovod e She hisd 5

Sreryadiv it and hep tming was
(pefpe”

Yot her frend was also wise
beyond her years and worked hard
te dewdd n balaneed |ife Her daugh:

"It's still very surreal ;nf
very unimaginable. A part
of me has died forever.'

Lymm Gallaif-Blackiior,
M. Gallant’s older sisher

fer, Anmi, wos the Hght of her e
M s Maclean said

M Gallant-Blackbom gnid she
ard her sisters’ strupplid. when
thisdy prurerts died In thelr 402 Botly
died of aneurysms within foir
vears of one andther, Paulivwas SHH
inher teiens M Gallang-Blackburin
becarme & surregate mother to Pau-
I

"We hnd one ol e paths: 1o
phoose Bs WOURg women: andiwe
chinsn 10 sioy (opether and dive a
o] kife. work Hard Cand oy o

ring laughties 10, people’ somls”
M Gaullant: Blackburn said

o thiee siters and ther fami:
lles Hved selthln 15 mbmures of oo

angther puitilde Halifx and spent
hiolidays: and sormervacations fo-
gether, Thelr  voung childron
plaved (ogether,

M. Gallann s Bipckbiin said she
actmired her Hitle siater.

"1 suld sinee the day sheilied, 111
codd | e lessed 1o hovec 10 pey
o of whint she had; b would ba
aitd smsziag e She e filled with
wisdomy “bur she was  alocilled
with humour. T would be hard-
pressed (oofind e enemy”

The siryviving . -Gallant - shstoers
haye -scheduled visita with' Anna
and M Gallioe-Riackburm mkes
bzt eharch,

‘Thils momth,  rends: and family
bl vlghl ok Ms Gallant gt het
gravesiie, They also indtiated a0 leq
[EEwhling:. campadign o loce]
newspapers, hoplng 1o, prod - peo.
ple’s memaory,

e ne Akl e mn m!n!ll.h:_:[ tb - thile
stary,” Ma. Gallant:Blackburm said:
' lsa ey confident of that
Baer fon Bl hewe thant”
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CRIME
By Richard Dooley = The Dally News
ix months after Paula Ann Gal-
lnnt's body was found in the trunk
of her car beside the Timberiea school
whare she taught art, her family hasa
simple message fior hor killse
“You are going o get
caught,” sald Lynn Gallant-
Blackburn, Paula’s older
slater, "You will go tojall for
her murdes™
Paula (Gallant, a Grade 3
~art teacher ai Beschville-
Lakeside-Timberlea Elemen-
by School, was found early
in the morning of Dec. 23,
2006

talked bo her sister on the phone
around 130 pom, When she didn't re
turn home that night, she wms reported
missing to police around 10:14 pm. The
car was found just before midnight.
Police opened the trunk of the car
just after midnight, but investigators
hatbeve Gallant had disd spv-
eral hours sarller The cause
of death has nover been ro-
viled, but polios confirmed
early in the investigation
that Gallant's car was not left
running amnd she didn't die of
asphyxiation as a result of
being locked tn the trunk.
Gallant-Blackburn said
her sister was a kind-heart-

She'd been murdered PAULAGALLANT  of nerson with a passion for

and hier body et in the trunk of her
green Chevrolet Cavalier

The car was found by a family
member beside the elemeniary
school, located just a few minutes'
walk from her Stlver Maple Drive
home that she shared with her hus-
band, Jason Machas, and her one-
year-old doughter Anna.

Galiani planned a Beedng Dey shop-
pirgg i and may have loft har hotido
early that afternoon, possibly headed
o the Bayers Lake Business Park. She

DEC. 2T

& Between 1 p.m. and 2 pm. -
Paula Ann Gallant tells her sister
sha |3 going

& 10014 pum, — Family membssrs re-
port Gallant missing.

@ Just before midnight - Gallant's
ciar is found in the parking lot of
thir Bodcivailie-Lakesice-Timbedlea
Elemantary School,

DEC. 28

#1230 o - Police find Gallant's

oy In the trunk of her car
FEB. B

& Gallant's hushand, lason MacRas
is questionsd by pofice and e
leased, Mo charges are lakd.

helping children., She §s mystifed by
ow her kid sister becama the victim
of miurder She describes her as an
honest, hard-working person with o
passion for helping children. Gallant-
Blackburn said what happened to her
slster could happen to any woman.

“Paula was your next-door neigh-
bour; she was your children's aunt;
she was your sister; she was your
friend." she said

Pallce have not lakd any charges
in the case, but Gallant’s hushand
was quesiioned and released by po-
Lbce in eary February

Palice confirmed that investiga-
tors have also been asking questions
at the schoal and at Nova Seotis Pow-
er, where MacHae works

A eritical part of the brvestigation
is filling in the lengthy gap between
the tima Gallant left home and when
her car was found.

“The polnt we are hammering
homa |2 for anyone who saw Paula
Gallant's vehlcle on the busiest shop-
plng day of the year o come forward,
sld Halifax RCMP Const. Joe Taplin.

Filling im the gaps in the timelina
veoruld put investigators a significant
step closer to catching Gallant's
killor: he said.

rdoole@hibnews.ca

Family has wammg for Gallant'’s killer

Hiﬂ'i 'I"IJH EEEH THIS CAR?: Fﬂm Hﬁ"_i—ii hlt'ﬂ ﬂh'll'l- lﬂ?mm =

Noduetousmaltohehsolveteadler’smuﬂer

Even the smalest bit of informaticn
could help catch Pauln Ann Gallant™s
Jibgr,

That's wiy police want the publics
heldp in reconstnecting Gallant's move-
maents the day she died.

Polca want anmpone who may have
seen Galant of har gréen, two-door
1997 Chevolet Covalies licence number
BMP S04 afier 1:30 p.m. on Dee, 27 to
Contac] U,

The car may hivee had & pink iobon
tied to the mdio antenna.

“The smallest bit of information. no
rmatter how insignificant it might soem,
could break the case open,” sald Hab-
fax RCMP Const. Joa Taplin.

Police want 10 talk ko anyons who sew
hed o in Mt g THaS, near
the Beachville-Lakeskde-Timberlea Ele-
mentary School of &1 her home at 41
Siver Maple Dr. during the day. ke st

EAtors say the car armved at the schoal
betwesn 5 p.m. and 8:30 p.muThey mm
alss trying to delemming the location of
the car botwoen 2 pum. and 5 pum,
Arvone with information is asked 1o
conlsct police & 490.5018 or Major
Crime Unit imestigatorns at 4905333,
Ancymciss tips can be made to Crima
Stoppers st 1-B00-2228477. Secure
wab tips can be made at weew.
CrimesSionpers.ns.co,
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SEEKING JUSTICE: Sicters Lana Konny [loft) and

UNSOLVED MURDER

L _ELu,

Lymn Gallant-Blackburm will be camvessing the nuighboarbood today whors telr sister, Pauta, wes mumdored.

A puzzle with a missing piece

[nvestigation focuses

on finding someone

who might have seen
Gallant’s car near school
By Mclsani Deolay - The Daily Mews

il Anne Gallant is never far
{rom the minds of her sleiers

A year ago today, the Timberlea
schoolteacher was found murdereil
iry fiw tratnk of Har car, parked ouf-
21ibethe clomentary schodl whars
shie tepcht Grade 3.

The zinize of death hes never boen
el frifilic — police =ay that's par
of the investigation — and investiga
bors are still trying do plece logether
how Gallant's: car got  to  tha
Beechville-Lakeside-Timl=erien Bl
meniary Schoal thit day rmnoticed.

The murtder remains unsolved
but never far firom the minds of Gal-
lant's older sisters Lana Kenny and
Lomn Galiani-Blackburn

Inside Kenny's tidy. Hammanids
Flains hone, phctures of Paula areon
the weall, A phobo nlbaim is never far
away ard memeries 11 the hallways:

“Thi= k= the kst placs we e to-
gether” wid Gallant-Blackburn) glane-
ng apound L stster's lhving room

Last Christmas, as ot every
Christmas sinee Panls was' born;
the thre: sistars managed 1o spend
the day together

Ax they sach married and had
children, the familles prew closes, o2l
ehrating milestonies togiEher and bo
ing & part of ench other's dally lhes

LTryEAR o vy oo Doy

I'm stuck on the 2Tt of Deceim-
b snlet Qallani-Blackburn. “That
piltn 1= raw™

T uncarstand the pain, you have
b understind the Gallant alsters.

Eight yenrs separate Pauls from
Ly, with/Lann (e guister middls
sfglor Wheno Poula and Lann were
&till in thelr teens, both parents disd
and the sttors ware left to rely: on
ech ather

Lyt wont froon being oldet sis-
ter, b de Techo mother, confldante
aurke] besst friemd

Drawing chaser

The three sisters took comflort
from each other by drawing closor

“It was like the thres of 15 ba-
cima one 8k & very sy oage.” sald
Gallani-Binekburs

The thres became 8o close they
ol finish mach olher’s sentonces
in mid-thought

"It repdly was sometliing tosee the
thres of them tlking. ™ said Andm
MacLean: & longtime Samily friend,

Maclean can. sén  the vold
Poula's murderer has crested inthe
Uves'of the sistérs and’ thelr fami-
Hes. She-was with Lyon and Lana
the dny police found Paala's body

She, perhaps mope than mmynse
im the lives ol the three sistérs can
senss the loss thay fesl

Yoo couldn't have a conversa-
ton with fust one o them,™ she
gays “They all got linfodved.™

Lamin ol Lana ars s1ill involved.

That may, be why yoi'll s one
o the other in Paula’s alil neigh-
bourhood talking to peopie Woday o
tomorres, Irying fo shake some
memories Joose from 8 year ago;

Both hold the desp conviction
that somesiie meay have seen some-
thing &0 ondinary, so normal, on
that first shopping day affer Christ-
mas Lkl yoir Ehal It didn't register

gt Kt $ost mmmaors may ol the
Ry 1 bringing Fala's killer to st

The police investigation has cone
centrated on the movement of
Failn’s gress Cheveolet Cavaller
during ‘the: day 1t's balirved sha
planmed 1o go Boxing Day shopping
it thees s mo solid evidonc: iosig-
gest she was sver bn a store that day

[inna wanis peagle to open their
minds and think o s difforenthy
about ber sketer’s movements op the
ey ahe disappearsd.

"Lt pretenel sha rnae went shop
ping that she had no intention of
shopping, " e e “That vehiclo was
ririven finomm her Hinise to the school ™

Her poiot 1= 4 good one: Someone
Tined B0 heove et Pl s oo seme time
diring the doy buk i was seh 5 por

mal sight, [t could easily be forgotten:

For the police, petting Paula firoms
4l Silver Maple D to ' the school o
Ellometre away is eruckal o solving
the mirdas

"W hwre to put Paula somit-
winare after she Ll er home, ™ sajd
RCMP Cpl. Joe Taplin

Har hushamad, Jason MMacBae wis
quiestioned by pobioe and relessesd, A
tempis i contact hbmy wern Laec-
cesiii]

Focal paint

The school is o focal point for
that nelghbonrboosd. Paths cross
the school propenty connecting two
Lurge subdivisions and Hundreds of
pecpln deive past the antrance of
tha schoal mery day

The police balieve Poula’s car
showed up n the parking lot scme
time aftor 4 pom., most likely be.
tween 4 pm. and G230 pm

Lann belimves - someone  must
heve seen something in that Lo
frome that could help police solve
the murder. But getting thal person
o come forward with information
fs ey o snlving the orime.

“What people have o under
stand,” said Lana, seting down her
temcup noxt Lo Pauls’s pHoto albom
“We are normal, everyday people
This could hkappen o anybody's sis
tor, friend, mother o daighter™
raooiep@himews.ca
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Police believe
soimeone saw

Gallant’s car

go to school

By Richard Docley = The Dally Mews

omicide investigators believe

twio key things about the mur.
der of Pauln Anne Gallant: Her car
was driven to Beschville-Lakeside-
Timberlea Elnmentary School and
SOMeane S3% ji

Gallant, 6, tmaght Grade 3at thae
srhool ani lived about & kibometne
away by rosd, a shorter distance if
yuul ke one of (he paths through
the achoo] vard “Her body. was
firomad Just after mibdnight o vea ago
todoy in the trunk of her green
Chasrolsl Cavaller

“Thers are too posmible sopnarios
thers,” sadd REMP Cpl. Joe Taplin

Investipntors think somedie &
ther drove the ¢ar fo the school
picking lol and walked away or
toak andgther whicle ta the lob Then
they meturned with Gallant's car: Jef
1t anad drove off” in the first vehlcle

Someomne winz ml He sehool wp
antil 4 pom. Thit person hins spoken
o police, enahling investigators to
Mygura out o rough tmeline of the
et of Gallant's car placing
it in Ehe ot batwesn 4 pome anad
530 pm

“What we're trying o get peopls
think is 'where =
they were thai
day & year agn,”
sajd Taplin; "Es-
pectally- iF: thary
were inoramund
thi schiool : park:
hyge Jool, ™

Taplin =aid
that information T8 %

i critical to *

making an ar- PAULA GALLANT
rest in the vear-old murder imesti-
Eation,

I someoni s=aw. the vehicle be-
g driven there, or 3 secomd vehls
ele, they mijht hove soen the driver
and we could get B deseripiion,”
sald Taplin. =That's why we keap
putting the ' gresn . Covaller ol
therec T 18 g0 hoey to the investiga.
tiom,™

The car |3 groen 1997 Chevro-
bet Cavalier, plate nomber BMP 504

The murder case is one of Tve
caseE Subject bo & £50,000 rewarnd
leading toan armest and conviotion.
information: about  the rewarn
progTaom cikn ba obtdained by calling
1-#58-TI-00E) or ot the website
www govnscadjusl/divisions!
polve rewarnds/ CurreniUinsol ved
Cases asn

Anvone with informatien:
askeh to contact police &t 480-5018
Ancnymouns tHips can e made (o
Crime Stoppers i 1-800-Z22-8477. Sa
cura web tips can be made at
W W.Cr Iinestoppers n& ca.
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‘She saw beauty in everything’

Art room dedicated
to the memory of
murdered teacher

By KRISTEN LIPSCOMBE
Staff Reporter

A grinning brown-haired woman
wraps her arms protectively around a
slegping baby. Mother and daughter to-
gether cast a shadow behind them, ona
wall of beautiful blue and yellow brush
strokas.

This telling painting, which depicts
I5-year-old murder vietim Paula Anmne
Gallant and baby Anna, now hangs ina
special room at Beechville-Lakeside-
Timberlea School.

MMz, Gallant's body was discoverad In
the trunk of har car outside the elemen-
tary school last Dec. 28, Tuesday would
have been the Timberlea woman's 37th
birthday

The portralt, by local artist Ineke
Graham, was unveiled Wednesday eve-
ning at the grand opening of Paula's
Place, a new art room dedicated to the
mamory of the popular teacher

“She was really nice and she wanted
everybody to work hard and do really
good and try their best,” Cole Mathe-
som, 11, said of the teacher who encour
aged his passion for drawing cartoons.

“And she was always really fun and
everyvbody loved her™

Cole said Ms. Gallant, who taught
him in both Primary and Grade 3,
woilld be amazed with the renovated
room and the many resources within
its walls.

“Sha'd love It," he =ald of the brighi
and welcoming creative space, already
filled with children's art, including de-
pictions of Claude Monet's sunflowers
— M=, Gallant’s favourite flower — and
some of the teacher's own artwork.

Lynn Gallant-Blackburn, one of Ms,
Gallants two older sisters, said Paula's
Place is a true refllection of the woman
it honours,

“This room 1s what Paula tried to in-
spire in her kids,” she said as friends,
family members, teachers and sfu-

Cole Matheson and Taylor Richter unvell a painting of thelr former teacher, Paula Gallant, during a

ceramony at Beechville-

Lakeside-Timberlea School on Wednesday, Helping with the dedication is one of Paula Gallant's sisters, Lana Kenmy. (ERIC WYNNE /7 Stafl)

dents chatted around her

“She saw the beauty in everything."

Mz, Gallant-Blackburn and her sis-
ter, Lana Kenny, cach wore a necklace
gdorned with a small silver “P" charm
to commemaorate their sibling.

“As tired and uninspired as the room
was prior to her death, she would con-
tinue to allow the children to come here
and be inspired.” Ms. Gallant-Black-
burn said.

Indead, it was Ms. Gallant hersell
who, six years ago, saw the potential for
changing the old industrial arts room
into a special place for creating.

“Paula had all kinds of ideas and en-
thusiazsm about it,” Richard Mueller,
an assoclate professor at NSCAD Uni-
varsity in Halifax, said during the for-
mal CREremony.

Mz, Gallant was taking visual aris
courses at NSCAD at the time of her
death and university officials present-
ed a certificate of accomplishment to
her sisters on Wednesday night.

A couple of h community
members attended the officlal opening
of Paula's Place, which took place on
the National Day of Remembrance and
Actlon for Violence Against Women

and the anniversary of the 1989 mur-
ders of 14 young women in Montreal.
Bill Estabrooks, the NDP MLA for
Timberiea-Prospact, said he recently
proposed a resolution in the legislature
officlally congratulating and thanking
the friends and family of Paula Gallant.
Her loved ones have worked “tire-
lessly to make Paula's Place an impor-
tant part in this school,” he said.
Parent Todd Leader was the eve-
ning's host.
“Thiznight, despite the tears, isa cel-
ebration,” he said. "Let’s celebrate.”
(klipseombeiherald o)
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Goodbye
100 soon

Community buries popular teacher found dead
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Tipsters can soon |

collect big bucks

Program to give $50,000 for tips

on murders, n

By DAVID JACKSON
Provincial Reporter

People with information about
unsolved murders and missing
personsmay soon be able to col-
lect $50,000 from the province.

The Tories promised a new re-
ward program in their election
platform, and Justice Minister
Murray Scott said he's looking
to have a program in place with-
in'months. _

Mr. Scott, who was a police of-
ficer for 20 vears, said there are
cases when police know people
have information but don't
share it.

“For varied reasons, people
refuse to come forward, or may-
be fea!l they're unable to," Mr.
Scott said Tuesday, “I think in

iSSing persons

this particular case, and we're
talking about serious crimes
here, I'm hoping that it will be
enough to entice people to come
forward.”

Mr. Scott said the program
would focus on two types of
cases: unsolved murders and
MIissing persons.

“Ithink as a province and the
Department of Justice, we
should do all we can, for exam:-
ple, to help families in those ve-
ry, very stressful situations.”

Mr. Scott said an example of
an unsolved murder case is that
of Jason MacCullough, who was
found murdered ina Dartmouth
park seven years ago, Halifax
Regional Municipality offered a
£a5 000 reward in 2001 for infor-

mation leading to an arrest, but
it didn't help police,

The minister said the pro-
gram would be much different
from Crime Stoppers, which
takes anonymous tips on many
types of crimes and offers cash
awards of up to 2,000 when po-
lice lay charges.

Mr. Scott said tipsters to the
provincial program would have
to give their names and possibly
even have to testify He said to
get the cash, the information
“would have to lead to a success-
ful conclusion of the'case.”

Ontario has a similar reward
program.

RCMP. Sgt. 'Wayne Noonan,
Crime Stoppers’ provincial po-
lice co-ordinator; said a reward
program isa good idea.

“Anvthing that would bé an
incentive to get people to come
forward, obviously, is a positive
thing," he said.

Sgt. Noonan said he doesn't

court to earn their reward money.
think the provinecial program

'would lead to people withhold-

Ing information until a reward
is offered.

Halifax  Regional  Police
spokesman Const, Jeff Carrsaid
it wouldn't be appropriate for
him to comment on the reward
program since it's still in the
planning stages.

NDP justice critic Kevin De-
veaux sald anything that can
help solve cold cases is a good

idea, but he'd want to be sure
there are safeguards: around
cash for testimony; and ensure
cases are still thoroughly inves-
tigated.

“You open up, obviously, the
floodgates, potentially, for peo-
ple whose testimony could in-
criminate someone and it's
based on the pecuniary interest,
not based on the memory”

Liberal justice eritic Michel
Samson sald $50,000 seems like

Brfmu tlpmtrs to a new prwinnlal program would have to qiuu thelr names and possibly even have to testlfyr in

(Fiie)

a reasonable amount to start,
adding that the province should
be willing to review the amount
after a year or two.

“If a financial incentive is go-
ing to'help put some closuretoa
number of cases, especially
some murder cases where fam-
ilies are still suffering because
of lack of information, If this |s
going to help, I think it's a posi-
tive move,” Mr. Samsaon said.

(dfacksoni@herald.ca)
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Top row: Kimberly McAndrew has been missing since 1989, Jonathan Reader was found dead in August 2005, Tyrone Oliver was shat to death In July

)

2000, Second row: Jason MacCullough was found shot ta death in August 1999, Paula Gallant was discovered dead In the trunk of her car last De-

| cember, These are the first five major crime cases the province's Justice Department hopes to solve with a new 350,000 reward program.

Five young Nova Scotians, five families left to mourn:
The province is offering rewards up to $50,000
if you have information that can solve these crimes

By KRISTEM LIPSCOMBE
Smj Heportor - -
Almaost a vear after her sister’s
murder; Lynn Gallant-Black-
burnis st walting to mourn,

“I'm stuck:on Dec. 27, and 1
won't be gable o move forward
until - somebody’s held -ac
countable,” she said of that
fateful day In: 2005 — the last
day her family spoke f{o

ag-vear-old wife, ‘mother and
teacher Paula Anne ' Gallant.

“Ewvary living breath I take is
to achieve-that end,” sho =aid
over the phone Tuesday from
Boutiliers Point.

Ms. Gallant-Blackburn said
she hopes a new program of-
fering up 1o 550,000 for infor-
mation leading to copvictions
in major crimes will halp her
dojust that.

On Tuesday, the Justice De-
partment announced the [rst
five cazes it hopes to conclude
through'the Initintive.

The murder of Ms. Gallant is
one of them.

The Timberlea woman was
discovered dead in the trunk
ofhepcar in theearly-morning
hours of Dec: 28 outside Beech-
ville:-Lakeside-Timberlea Ele-
mentary School

(Fite)

The Grade 3 leacher was pel-
ting ready toreturn to work in
the new vear after having her
firat child, Anna

“We're: antering  the 13th
month of Paula’s murder,
said Ms. Gallant-Blackburm;
her calm vaice nol guite mask
ing the sadness just below the
surface, “It's besn 3536 days
{Tuesday) that somebody
ripped my sister from my life.”

Ms. Gallant-Blackburn said
she thinks there is o wilness
ot there who can provide the
missing piece tothe puzzle and
feels the program could pro:
vide thel extra  push that
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